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In this paper I continue my investigation of the scholarly
class of China and the
accumulated wisdom of the imperial examination system. In
this part of the study I
focus on “the way of dignity,” an important concept
during the Tang dynasty. I pay
particular attention to how the concept of sacredness was
molded by the imperial
examination system. [ also present detailed discussions of
the concept of

“philosophical breakthrough” during the Tang dynasty, and
how Confucian and Daoist
thinkers dealt with the tension between the ideals espoused
in their literature and
the harsh reality of statecraft, both of which help
elucidate the prevailing ideas



of the period on rationality, the individual, and history.

# 2 B 43 ¢ scholar; literati politics; imperial examination system;
Confucian
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