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In more than one century, Dunhuang manuscripts have shaped the development of many fields.
One of the most significant groups of manuscripts is the collection of transformation texts. The
meaning, origin, format, and its religious implication of the transformation texts have been studied
since the discovery of these manuscripts. As far as [ know, there are more than 1500 articles
published in the field. Scholars have focused on the linguistic features of these transformation texts,
besides the subjects as I just listed above. Many subjects have to a large extent advanced our
understanding the history of Chinese literature, especially the development of the vernacular
literature. Numerous textbooks on the history of Chinese literature such as Zheng Zhenduo’s
textbook as well as others remained a chapter for the transformation texts especially when they
discussed literature in the Tang dynasty. Nevertheless, scholars could not reach agreement about the
nature of these texts.

My project will attempt to offer a comprehensive investigation on the transformation texts by
focusing on some controversial issues. This project will lay out the main arguments by scholars in
the field, analyze their strengths and weaknesses, evaluate the sources these studies used, and

eventually present some findings to set a foundation for future research.

Key Words: Transformation Texts ; Texts of Lecturing Scriptures ; Tang China ; Vernacular

Lectures ; Ritual Recitation ; Apologetics
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Application of the Efficacious Stories in Buddhist Preaching
Activities Based on Dunhuang Documents

ZHENG Acai

(Department of Literature, Nanhua University, Jiangyi, Taiwan 62249)

Abstract: The efficacious stories serve as a literature for religious transmission, which not only bear wimess to
religion, but also promote religion. Since the Han—Wei and the Six Dynasties, the popularity of Taoism and the
transmission of Buddhism into the Central Plains led to the wide dissemination of various efficacious stories. In
addition, stories about the filial piety of traditional Confucianism had been recorded in various historical records.
These stories were widely circulated and then were extensively used in Buddhist lectures and sermons as
important materials. Focusing on Dunhuang documents, this paper discusses how these efficacious stories were
spread and how they were used by Buddhist masters, Taoist priests and Confucian scholars in lectures and
sermons to their followers.

Keywords: Dunhuang; Efficacious stories; Books on efficacious stories; Preaching through chanting
Buddhist lectures for the folks; Sermon
(Translated by WANG Pingxian)
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