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The subject of this research project is a
comprehensive study on the commentaries of the Lotus
Sutra in Ming China, and this is the first part of
that project, focused on the commentaries written by
Ten-tai scholars. We totally examined 5 works which
take passages from Fa-hua Xuan-I (i #= %) and Fa-
hua Wen-ju (G #= &) . Althought the contents of
these books are extracted from ancient Ten-tai
commentaries, but with different ways of extraction
and compilation could bring different effects on the
trasmission of Ten-tai’ s viewpoints on Lotus Sutra.
Having carefully compared these works with Chi-I" s
(## )original commentaries, we draw the conclusion
that the length of a work should not be too short to
affect the proper transmission of meaning, and two
works written by Zhi-xu(#-@) are most exllent,
because they are not so complicated as Chi-I" s
commentaries and could properly tramsmit the original
meaning. Another finding is that these Ten-tai



scholars avoided presenting their own views in the
extracted pasages, but the thought of tatha ta-garbha
1s found in some lines.

=~ M4 . Commentaries of the Lotus Sutra, Ten-tai School, Zhi-
xu, Chuan-deng, I[-ru
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