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This research seeks to explore the urban complex of
Tainan city and interpret the result by mimicking
Benjamin’ s writing style in terms of allegory
writing. Walter Benjamin’ s great unfinished work The
Arcades Project, which appears as a random assemblage
of notes and quotation, has become an emblem of the
reflection on modernity of Europe in the 19th
century. The Arcades Project does not represent city
phenomena in any conventional way. It is nevertheless
still important to consider what his work can offer
to urban historian. The Arcades Project offers the
most sustained attempt to realize the physiognomy of
Paris, which depend on this perspective, with

the = fl&acirc ;s neur’ , ' a person who walks the city
in order to experience it’ . The fl&acirc ; neur, a
writer, a narrator of the city, read the city and
find that the city is converted
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into ' phantasmagoria’ , a concept that Benjamin
repeatedly employs and is related to the term
of ' commodity fetishism’

This project objective mainly focuses on catching
the dialectical images of Tainan city while its
upgrading to a direct-controlled municipality is on
the way. This project will conduct a detailed reading
of Benjamin’ s city writings in order to unfold his
dialectics of seeing. Secondly, in the case of the
fl&acirc ;s neur moving through the physical city, the
project will construct a portrait of the city:
images, as imagined, created, destroyed, manipulated
and lived. Finally, it 1s my intention to convert the
1mages, sustained metaphors, into an allegorical
writing, in which the meaning of the city is conveyed
symbolically.

Walter Benjamin, the Arcades Project, dialectical
image, phantasmagoria, nostalgic modernity
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The Dialectical Images: Writing on Nostalgic Modernity of Tainan City

Abstract

This research seeks to explore the urban complex of Tainan city and interpret the
result by mimicking Benjamin’ s writing style in terms of allegory writing. Walter
Benjamin’ s great unfinished work 7he Arcades Project, which appears as a random
assemblage of notes and quotation, has become an emblem of the reflection on modernity
of Europe in the 19" century. 7he Arcades Project does not represent city phenomena in
any conventional way. It is nevertheless still important to consider what his work can

offer to urban historian. 7%e Arcades Project offers the most sustained attempt to realize
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the physiognomy of Paris, which depend on this perspective, with the “flaneur” , “a
person who walks the cizy in order to experience it” . The flaneur, a writer, a narrator of
the city, read the city and find that the city is converted into “phantasmagoria” , a
concept that Benjamin repeatedly employs and is related to the term of “commodity
fetishism” .

This project objective mainly focuses on catching the dialectical images of Tainan
city while 1ts upgrading to a direct-controlled municipality 1s on the way. This project will
conduct a detailed reading of Benjamin® s city writings in order to unfold his dialectics
of seeing. Secondly, in the case of the f7dneur moving through the physical city, the
project will construct a portrait of the city: images, as imagined, created, destroyed,
manipulated and lived. Finally, 1t 1s my intention to convert the images, sustained
metaphors, into an allegorical writing, in which the meaning of the city 1s conveyed

symbolically.

Keywords: Walter Benjamin, the Arcades Project, dialectical image, phantasmagoria,

nostalgic modernity
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