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Chinese strategic culture is the convergence of the
theoretical debates between realist and
constructivist and the policy debates about how to
deal with the rising China. Following the tradition
of realism, a rising China will go aggression and
expansion, undermining the international stability.
In contrast, according to the constructivist
perspective, this realist materialist perspective
ignores the role of culture on state’ s behaviors and
1s an incomplete assertion based on Western
experience only. In fact, China and the West have
different strategic culture. Chinese ' benevolent’

is different from Western ' hegemony.” Only when
this unique Chinese strategic culture is considered
can one understand China’ s strategic behavior.
Nonetheless, this '~ benevolent/hegemony’ argument
often lacks rigorous empirical testing. Some attempts
was made by presenting historical records of Chinese
Song and Ming Dynasties, taking these two as the most
likely cases for strategic culture explanation.
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However, such empirical researches are relatively
rare and contain conceptual and methodological flaws.
[s there really a ’ benevolent’ strategic culture in
China? Did this Chinese ° benevolent’ strategic
culture ever have an impact on China' s strategic
behavior? This research project intends to introduce
a material basis/ideational inertia perspective on
the strategic culture and thus takes Chinese Qing
Dynasty as the real most likely case to test the
validity of cultural explanation. The finding will
contribute to both theoretical and policy debates.

Realism, Constructivism, Strategic Culture, Material,
Ideation, Use of Force
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