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As China continues to ' rise,” 1its external behavior
will have a significant impact to the world. Will a
risen China be peaceful? In addition to the
conventional wisdom of realism which focused on
material capabilities, constructivist explanations
based on strategic culture becomes another focus of
study. The core issue regarding China s strategic
culture is the debate between ' hegemony’

and = benevolent.” Does China have a '~ benevolent’
strategic culture different from the ° hegemony’ and
can thus be peaceful after its rise? So far, there
has been five generations of studies, and the latest
one, the fifth generation, introduced the perspective
of ’ material basis, ideational inertia,’” took Qing
Dynasty as the period of observation, and found that
benevolent strategic culture does affect China s
behavior. Nonetheless, the fifth generation still can
not answer a crucial question: To what extent can the
inertia of benevolent strategic culture sustain? This
project attempts to explore this question and thus
shed light on the continuing controversy about the
strategic culture and the policy debate regarding how
to deal with a rising China.

Constructivism, Strategic Culture, Ideation, Inertia
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Abstract

As China continues to “rise,” its external behavior will have a significant impact
to the world. Will a risen China be peaceful? In addition to the conventional wisdom
of realism which focused on material capabilities, constructivist explanations based
on strategic culture becomes another focus of study. The core issue regarding China’s
strategic culture is the debate between “hegemony” and “benevolent.” Does China
have a “benevolent” strategic culture different from the “hegemony” and can thus be
peaceful after its rise? So far, there has been five generations of studies, and the latest
one, the fifth generation, introduced the perspective of “material basis, ideational
inertia,” took Qing Dynasty as the period of observation, and found that benevolent
strategic culture does affect China’s behavior. Nonetheless, the fifth generation still
can not answer a crucial question: To what extent can the inertia of benevolent
strategic culture sustain? This project attempts to explore this question and thus shed

light on the continuing controversy about the strategic culture and the policy debate
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regarding how to deal with a rising China.

Keywords: Constructivism, Strategic Culture, Ideation, Inertia
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