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The Development of the PRC’s Cognition

about Taiwan’s Political Status

Ma, Hsiang-yu

(Associate Professor, Department of International and Mainland China Affairs, National Quemoy University)

Abstract

The PRC’s cognition about Taiwan’s political status is highly
correlated with the development of cross-strait relations. This paper finds
that, from Mao Zedong to Hu Jintao, the PRC’s cognition about Taiwan’s
political status has great changed, not just negotiating objects, the future
of Taiwan’s social system, even the definition of one China does. The
PRC’s position is getting flexible and increasingly closer to Taiwan's
position and arguments. It makes the current cross-strait relations an
"optimum state." Even the PRC’s cognition about Taiwan’s political status
is getting flexible and positive to Taiwan, this paper suggests that,
expecting the PRC to recognize the ROC in short-term is an illusion. Due
to a lack of trust across the strait and because it cannot create solid trust
under Taiwan’s political structural constraints, the PRC’s cognition about
Taiwan’s political status would last for a long time. And we may say, when
the PRC recognize the ROC it would be a signal of political negotiation for

reunion to begin.
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