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: Recently contemporary scholarship has paid more attention

to the interconnections between illustrations andtexts in
traditional China. In early 20th century, with the
discovery of Dunhuang documents, numerous materials have
provided very rich sources for our understanding of Chinese
book culture. In particular, the printed and
handwrittenmanuscripts and illustrations are crucial and
attracted scholars who work on art history and texts.

[1lustrations were frequently used in the spread of
Chinese Buddhism. In the Tang era, the popular
narrativesand transformation texts, for their use of
illustrations in narrative texts, are even more noteworthy.
Literature scholarshave studied wall paintings, silk
paintings, and illustrated manuscripts for examining the
relationship betweentransformation tableaux and
transformation texts, as well as the origins of the
1llustrations with the narrative texts.

In the Tang period, since Buddhism was flourishing, the
making of Buddhist caves and wall paintings became so
popular. The paintings of dharma talks and transformation
tableaux not only served as the ornament of ritual space,
but also supplemented the texts for spreading Buddhist
dharma. After the Tang dynasty, the Buddhist texts,
eithermanuscripts or printed texts, either canonical texts



o M

or miscellaneous texts, usually had illustrations of dharma
talksappearing on the title pages. These illustrations
either have the scene of the Buddha’ s dharma talk, or the
Amitabha Buddha or Maitreya Buddha s dharma talk. The
1llustrations often have one Buddha two Bodhisattvas or one
Buddha with two disciples and two Bodhisattvas. Sometimes,
they described the Buddhist assemblies. Usually they also
have title labels. All of these are worth further
investigation.

This project will gather all materials including those
transformation tableaux, silk paintings and paper
painting, as well as manuscripts and printed texts with
1llustrations from Dunhuang, analyzing their forms,
contents, and functions, conducting a close reading of
texts, and in combining multiple approaches, for examining
the historical development of these illustrations. It aims
to shed new light on the origins of Chinese Buddhist
1llustrations and their relationship to manuscripts.

Key Words: Dunhuang manuscripts, wall paintings, Buddhist
1llustrated texts, the painting of Buddhist Dharma Talk,
the transformation Tableaux.

Dunhuang manuscripts, wall paintings, Buddhist 1llustrated
texts, the painting of Buddhist Dharma Talk, the
transformation Tableaux.



)_Li ‘):"F’ J

Eak S L

MR

PLEIA B L T T

AR

(LJgr¢ ierdEs /IBY 232 )
R

FEOR g o B

BN w0 2B B

‘SRR FeIAE

104 # 08 * 01 p 2 105

A EPIEE kot R BB B

\+. -n\f

)
a1

2

-

At

e
1

W

H\»

=18

LA AL ERe R

3 4
w AR ERE A
BRI EFL G TG

MOST 104 —2410—H—343—010—

£ 07" 31p

UL o2 1 i

lﬁﬁ@%@?ﬁfkpiuﬁﬁ%

T

als

1
|

wH =

%

B

2.

us e g o AR 2

SRS Nk

\

-



1y

i

¥ E R 2 WA
e
Al

~

LFEg 4%
24P BH RBE Y R



SRR AL £33 7 T

PR Rl 28 E 0 REERAME 20 £ A JURY PER B
EPRBTFRLLIFIL T ARSI ME FUEEAELE B AEE (A
XIBALE 2 pRE AP E F PR -

@@@a@&%m@%ﬁfwﬁﬁﬁ@’ﬁﬂ’%ﬂ%%%ﬁ*%%%
Yo NREATRGEEAT Y A s TELAIFREAR 2 FY F LT
@%é~ﬁ%~%ﬂ%%iﬁwuﬁi%w?%?a%ﬁ’imiwiﬂﬁﬂ

R o

EF L ARIEFDOE R FREER T AR B L AX
RR o TAT B H M a0 A FHEE KRG BREE RGBT o 4
@ﬂw&wz%{aiﬁ%i’ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ’AAA”* ﬂ‘%ip%¥%
Bl Hp S e R SR R R > B -
gg’ﬁ—._ D BEN LG Rl g AR G2 G o B L
o FRBERES BEREEREG BESIR LA KM BEL R
“W§?‘§f”‘w4ﬁ}_m

AVRGENY O FRAVLEREL Y DEREE - KRB TR
%ﬂﬁ%é~ﬁiiﬁ%é’%gﬁgéﬁﬂwﬂﬁaia%iﬁﬁ’ﬁwﬂ.
AN SN FRELSN HE - AN TR R m&ﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ%,iﬁ%
BREH R AL PR UZERDRABRS BN E RSt Y

R RY BE SRR R £

1:\43«
_
N

a4

RN Y o

MAER SRR AR RERE w2 B SR

Recently contemporary scholarship has paid more attention to the
interconnections between illustrations andtexts in traditional China. In early 20th
century, with the discovery of Dunhuang documents, numerous materials have
provided very rich sources for our understanding of Chinese book culture. In
particular, the printed and handwrittenmanuscripts and illustrations are crucial and
attracted scholars who work on art history and texts.

Illustrations were frequently used in the spread of Chinese Buddhism. In the
Tang era, the popular narrativesand transformation texts, for their use of illustrations
in narrative texts, are even more noteworthy. Literature scholarshave studied wall
paintings, silk paintings, and illustrated manuscripts for examining the relationship
betweentransformation tableaux and transformation texts, as well as the origins of the
illustrations with the narrative texts.

In the Tang period, since Buddhism was flourishing, the making of Buddhist
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caves and wall paintings became so popular. The paintings of dharma talks and
transformation tableaux not only served as the ornament of ritual space,

but also supplemented the texts for spreading Buddhist dharma. After the Tang
dynasty, the Buddhist texts, eithermanuscripts or printed texts, either canonical texts
or miscellaneous texts, usually had illustrations of dharma talksappearing on the title
pages. These illustrations either have the scene of the Buddha’s dharma talk, or the
Amitabha Buddha or Maitreya Buddha’s dharma talk. The illustrations often have one
Buddha two Bodhisattvas or one Buddha with two disciples and two Bodhisattvas.
Sometimes, they described the Buddhist assemblies. Usually they also have title
labels. All of these are worth further investigation.

This project will gather all materials including those transformation tableaux,
silk paintings and paper painting,as well as manuscripts and printed texts with
illustrations from Dunhuang, analyzing their forms, contents, and functions,
conducting a close reading of texts, and in combining multiple approaches, for
examining the historical development of these illustrations. It aims to shed new light
on the origins of Chinese Buddhist illustrations and their relationship to manuscripts.

Key Words: Dunhuang manuscripts, wall paintings, Buddhist illustrated texts, the
painting of Buddhist Dharma Talk, the transformation Tableaux.
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