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Examine the Abolishment of Re-education through Labor System in China with the
Principles of Ruling the Country by Law
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Abstract

One of the characteristics of totalitarian regime is to stimulate the
value of labor for criminal correction as means of control. The
re-education through labor system in China was used as a tool of
liquidation for the anti-Rightist at the beginning, to a type of punishment
in later years for illegal behaviors in addition to those sanctioned under
criminal code. The system was carried out in 1957 and abolished on Nov.
15th in 2013 due to criticism from both human rights and legal
controversies during implementation. Through the process of abolishing,
there are constant debates among scholars on whether the system is simply
an administrative coercive measure, administrative punishment or criminal
punishment due to the uncertainty of legal orientation. The purpose of this
article is to compile the relevant laws and regulations, analyze the
structure of re-education through labor system in China and study its legal
feasibility. Also examine all aspects of theories developed before
abolishing the system, and apprehend the meaning and the future
orientation of community correction after abolishment. It is expected that
the Principles of Ruling the Country by Law can be effectively
implemented in China.

Keywords: the undergo education through labor system, rule by law,
critics of human rights, legal controversies, community correction
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