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Daydreams in space, memories of death, and magic
narrative techniques from Wu Ming-Yi’s fictions

—— Take ""The Magician on the Skywalk " as an

example

Hou Zuo-Zhen

Abstract

Wu Ming-Yi is one of top Taiwanese new generation authors focusing on natural
and ecological issues. His books have driven a lot of attention and favorable reviews.
However, in addition to those natural and ecological books, Wu Ming-Yi wrote books
with less attention, such as the fictions focusing on the Chinese shopping mall in Taipei.
For example, "We’re Closed Today" and "Grandfather Tiger" are the short stories
related to the Chinese shopping mall in his early writing career. In "Routes in a
Dream”, the Chinese shopping mall is the place where the main character got along
with his father. His recent fiction “The Magician on the Skywalk " is focusing on the
variety of space, shops, and the people living in the Chinese shopping mall and the
memories of death. With daydreams in spaces and magic narrative techniques, the blur

and sorrow Chinese shopping mall series are the most unique work of Wu Ming-Yi.




XL HG F 2 W

The study will mainly discuss "The Magician on the Skywalk " written by Wu
Ming-Yi and find out how the new generation of Taipei, including the immigrants from
the central and south of Taiwan and the immigrants from mainland China, develop
daydreams in the space of the Chinese shopping mall and connect to the memories of
death. It presents the painful experiences of separation and self and home collapse.
Based on the “Poetic of Space” theory from Gaston Bachelard, the study identifies the
space hermeneutics between Wu Ming-Yi and Gaston Bachelard and analyzes how
magic narrative module work in fictions and become the healing power to against the
reality - death. These issues are related to the way how new generation deal with
emotional pain when facing displaced immigrants, which is different from their
predecessors. It highlights the unique viewpoint of the fictions of new generation and

the ambition goes beyond trauma.

Keywords: Chinese shopping malls, Wu Ming-Yi, daydream in space, magical
narrative, The Magician on the Skywalk
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