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Abstract : This study aimsto analyze the transformation from
fan culture to subculture in the evolution of Taiwan’s cosplay

activitiesin nearly two decades. The data were collected both
from secondhand information and in-depth interviews. After
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analyzing and interpreting the data, this study found that cosplay
has transformed from fan culture to subculture in the two
decades in Taiwan. In the 90s, cosplay was used to be an
affiliated activity, which revolved around a specific fan culture.
In doing these cosplay practices, cosplayers felt their goals as
fans had accomplished. They loved and devoted themselves into
a specific part associated with afan culture for along time. The
main motive that made they meet together was to form an
organized fan group. However, since the 2000s, the cosplay in
Taiwan has undergone a metamorphosis. Originaly just an
affiliated activity for a specific fan culture, nowadays cosplay
has become a specia subculture itself. The definition of cosplay
has been reviewed and reinvented for several times. The
diversity of subcultures and rolesin cosplays, has transformed
the mode of cosplaying as an activity for the love of cosplay
itself. In 2005, cosplay has even become a personalized,
idolized, and normalized activity, which made cosplay a culture
of “cosplay style” among its participants. Today, cosplay is not
only played in particular timing and places, but has become an
aesthetic attitude, which people can freely adopt in their daily
lives.
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