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Abstract

This study mainly aims to explore the building of the entire national image in
South Korea on the aspects of politics, economy and society. To achieve the goal of
this study; first, the relevant information and literature had been completely collected
and intensively studied to establish the theoretical framework of this study; second,
such qualitative research methods as literature analysis and in-depth interviews were
used to carry out this study; third, the questions were made based on the distinctive
characteristics of Korean politics, economy and society which could be observed
through watching Korean dramas. The Korean drama fans in Taiwan interviewers
were raised by the Bulletin Board System-PTT with a total number of 6.

The research discoveries:
1. The research discoveries on the building of Korean national image of politics from
Korean dramas.

(1.) Corruption Perception Index(CPI) presented in Korean dramas is low beacause
of the plot setting.

(2.) The characteristics of current state of officialdom presented in Korean dramas
include numerous tricks on election, officials shield one another, distinctive
class hierarchy, and the prevalence of corruption; therefore, the Korean drama
maniacs are under the impression that the government functionary is
corruptive and unjust.

(3.) The rate of citizens’ participation in political affairs in Korean dramas differ
based on the plot setting.

(4.) The freedom of Korean media observed by watching Korean dramas include
reporting news fairly, reporting news unrighteously due to external factors and
watching Korean dramas doesn’t influence the Korean drama maniacs’

viewpoints toward Korean press.



(5.) The viewers of Korean dramas in Taiwan have negative viewpoints toward
Korean political system because of the plots and charaters presented in the

Korean dramas.

2. The research discoveries on the building of Korean national image of economy

from Korean dramas.

(1.) There’s obvious rural-urban disparity on the aspects of the living standard,
medical standard, and the transport facilities. From watching Korean dramas,
we can see clearly there’s a huge difference between cities and countries.

(2.) The socioeconomic standard of common people appears to be good, and the
people there seem to have decent jobs. Recently, the occupation of male and
female leading characters in Korean dramas are more diverse than before.

(3.) Most of the family patterns in Korean dramas are nuclear family, which means
children live with their parents; while the residence patterns diverse according
to the socioeconomic status of the people.

(4.) The overall quality of transportation in south Korea is good. The roads there are
wide, the route marks are clear, the mass transit system is convenient. Though
unavoidably there’s traffic jam sometimes, but the transportation condtion is
good in general.

(5.) In Korea dramas, we see the rich wear luxurious clothes, drive imported cars,
and eat expensive cuisine; the common people drive homemade cars or just to
take mass rapid transportation, eat simple food and live in an ordinary house;
while the poor lead unstable lives and have severe financial problems.
Therefore, the Lorean dramas somehow show the real social phenomenon of
poverty gap in South Korea.

(6.) The cellphnes, cars, vidoe games, food, clothes, and even the latest technology

made in Korea are often placed in the Korean dramas not only on the purpose
v



of product placement marketing but also a display of national power.
3. The research discoveries on the building of Korean national image of society from
Korean dramas.

(1.) The Korean dramas reveal that the Korean pay much attention to patriotism, the
cogitation of morals, the respect for seniority. Besides, the Korean seem to
have boisterous nature and dare to express their feelings directly. In many
dramas, we can also find the fact that the Korean seldom say uncle even when
they’re in bad situation.

(2.) The respect for seniority, the attachment to deal with family relationship, and
the usage of Chinese character indicate the continuation of tranditional culture
in South Korea.

(3.) Not only trantional religion but also other foreign religion, like Catholicism and
Christianity are commonly seen in Korean dramas. Thus, we can say that
Korea is open to variant religion.

(4.) By Korea dramas, we can find most of the companies value employees’
qualification. Besides, there are intense working competition in a company.
Furthermore, working overtime and entertaining clients after work are the
culture of company’s workplace in South Korea.

(5.) The Korean highly value the usage of honorific, and the record of formal
schooling. Some Korean dramas expecially focus on the remodeling of
labedled people in society. Therefore, Korea is a country which has obvious
social class.

(6.) Generally speaking, the female status in South Korea is lower than the male’s
because the female characters often have lower social status and are easily
discriminated in a workingplace.

(7.) Some of the content in Korean dramas reveal the real part of Korean society,
VI



but sometimes the content may embellish Korea.
(8.) Some Korean drama maniacs think watching Korean dramas will enhence
their willingness to travel South Korea, but some of them don’t agree with this

viewpoint.

Key words: Korean drama, national image, Korean drama fan, TV fan
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