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The Signification of “Death” in Phenomenology of
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Abstract

The concept of "death” has a privilege in Heidegger's
phenomenology. Through the analysis of fundamental ontology , made
Dasein which as man away from average life and into authentic attitude.
In this attitude that reveled the characteristic of mineness , and found
"being — toward-death” as destiny of existent in the anxiety, finally
discover the true of Being. The contribution of Heidegger is brilliant,
however, is his analysis exhaust all the meaning of death? At least in
the perspective of Levinas-- the successor of Heidegger, what
Heidegger has done is not the end, but the new beginning. This
beginning is not only for the concept of "death", but also for the
phenomenology of Other that Levinas wanted to establish. Against the
way that Heidegger explain the death with mineness, in Levinas’
opinion that the only thing we can know is the death of other, my death
is not really come. Similarly, therefore, the way to explore the death is
not comprehension through "anxiety”, but through the "fear of letting
others die alone™ to highlight its meaning. This is not the way back to
pre-Heideggerian and the ignorance about death, on the contrary, it is
through this to arouse my responsibility to the other. Under this
responsibility, the other is not that Heidegger called Mit-sein, but as the
other with alterity. The emotion that want not let the other die alone is
not a general meaning about feeling, it advance meaning is to show the
future and openness. And this article is to present this turn point of
thought, and the fruitful meaning about "death" in Levinas’ thought.

Keywords: Levinas, Heidegger, death, ethic, other






