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Abstract

Medical anthropologist Arthur Kleinman authored The IlIness
Narratives: Suffering Healing, and the Human Condition, in which he
developed an argument based on his experience of providing psychiatric
counseling services in general and family medicine divisions that
learning how to elicit and listen to illness narratives is a moral core of
medical practitioners. If philosophy is postulated to have medical
purposes, as Epicurus argued and practiced, to treat patients’
psychological and spiritual illnesses like physicians do for patients’
physical illnesses, physicians can adopt philosophy to fundamentally
reduce people’s pain by eliciting and listening to their narratives
concerning the anxiety about life and death. The objective of the present
study is to identify people’s emotions and fragility through clinical

narratives and determine ethical reasoning.

Keywords: clinical narrative, life and death, ethics, phenomenology
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