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The Legendary Novel Author Li Gongzuo and the
Imperial Clansman Li Gongzuo Ought to be a
Same Person

——Revelations from" Qianniubeishen"
Jing-Bo Wang”

Abstract

The life experience of the legendary novel author Li Gongzuo has been
concerned by academic circle. The prevailing view believes that "Li Gongzuo the
author" is not "Li Gongzuo the Qianniubeishen". In this paper, based on
previous studies and newly discovered materials, Li Gongzuo’s personal life has
been re-investigated. Starting with "Qianniubeishen", through the analysis and
comparison of official position, age, relationships, family religion and other
aspects, especially the revealing of the relationship between Li Gongzuo and Xue
Ping, "the legendary novel author Li Gongzuo" is proved actually to be the same
person as" Li Gongzuo the Qianniubeishen" , which solved the

long-time-unknowed mystery of Li Gongzuo’s life.

Keyword: Li Gongzuo, Qianniubeishen, The Legendary novel, Origin

" Professor, Dunhuang Institute of Research, Lanzhou University.
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