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An Exploring of the Customs in Confucius Canon

(11 Li_Ji b

Chang-Hsi Chen”

Abstract

This paper aims to distinguish between the Li and the customs from the Confucius
Canon “ Li-Ji ” in order to find out the principles of setting custom systems and to
explore the functions of customs and rites. There are six sections. First, to propose the
purpose and the methodology of the paper. Second, to explore the principles of setting
custom systems and the connections of Li and folk customs. Third, to analyze the
manners and morals in social and daily life. Fourth, to explain the essence of ceremony
for life events from birth rites to religious rites. Fifth, to interpret the inner spirits of the

Li and customs in life. And Sixth, to review the documents and make conclusions.

Keywords: Li-Ji, Folk Customs, Educating Common People for the Morals, The
Manners for Daily Life, The Ceremony for Life Events, Religious Rites.

* Associate Professor & Chairperson, Department of Literature, Nan-hua University.
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