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An Exploration of Journey to the West: Conquering
the Demons: Affection as Medium between

Conguering Demons and Becoming a Buddha

Ying-Fen Wang”
Abstract

Journey to the West is defined as gods and demons fiction, and the movie Journey
to the West: Conquering the Demons centers on conguering demons and further
interprets this concept in response to its topic of demons. Therefore, demons and
demon hunters are all presented in the movie. From the line of thoughts of the movie,
the approaches of conquering demons involve two aspects: (1) Technique: The
technique to exorcise and kill the demons implies that demon hunters conquer or kill
demons through strength, which is a “one-hit kill” technique; and (2) Affection:
Affection serves as the medium between becoming a demon and becoming a Buddha.
Demons are not born demons; they used to have love and affections. The movie
proposed that the path to becoming a Buddha is to go through the hardship and grow
based on love and affection. The movie interprets the relationship between “little love”

and “great love” along the line of thought that affection serves as the medium between
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conquering demons and becoming a Buddha. Attempting to answer the question of
whether it is possible to conquer demons at the moment that a person becomes a
Buddha, the movie interprets the concept of scriptures and extends it to sutra, dharma,
Buddha, and divine power, according to which two approaches are developed for
obtaining sutras and conquering demons. One is the “one-hit kill” technique for
conquering demons, which implies the inevitability of fights and wars. The other one is
the affection that serves as the medium between becoming a demon and becoming a
Buddha. The exorcism of demons along the journey to obtain sutras can be the
salvation and enlightenment to transform demons into partners. This study compares
this movie with the original novel Journey to the West to investigate how contemporary
artwork inherits the essence of a classic masterpiece and gives the classic a new
representation.

Keywords: Becoming a Buddha on the Spot, Conquering Demons, Mahayana
Buddhism, Little Love and Great Love, Obtaining Sutras.
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