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Abstract

The Chi-You Huan is a unique circular and bracelet-like jade item that carries
anywhere from four to eight groups of carvings of Long-shou ( dragon head ) or Da Yan

Mian ( large-eyed face ). The term Chi-You huan is known to have originated in the Yuan
dynasty.

While the palace of the Qing dynasty had in its collection three jade items dating as
far back as the Neolithic period, as well as multiple ones from the Ming and Qing
dynasties, but it never had a complete and accurate understanding of these items. It was
not until the year of 1987, when the Long Shou Zhuo ( Bracelet with a dragon head ) ,
which belonged to the Liangzhu culture, was unearthed, that the age-long mystery of this

type of jade items was revealed.

Actually, when two Long Shou Zhuo were discovered at the Shixia, Guangdong
Province archaeological site between 1974 and 1976, the carvings featuring a dragon’s
head were accidentally overlooked, and it was not until 1998, when archival materials

were being reviewed, that they were taken note of.

In 2011, I have published a paper titled A study on the Liangzhu stone and jade
artifacts excavated in Guangdong Province, in which I investigated the cultural
characteristics and implications of the Long Shou Zhuo, a landmark jade item discovered
at the Shixia archaeological site and currently placed in the collection of the National

Palace Museum.
Then in October 2014, at the Zhejiang Archaeology Songze Conference , I

presented a paper titled From Early Songze Liangzhu jade dragon head ornaments to the
Liangzhu Culture Shixia Cong-style bracelet, in which 1 argued that based on its
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appearance, shape and carving patterns as featured in items unearthed at various locations
and collected at many venues, the Chi You Huan can have its origins traced all the way
back to theDragon-headed jade ornament.

In light of all the facts and claims presented above, in this paper, I would like to

make a thorough analysis of all Chi You Huan jade items from the collections of both

Palace Museums.

Keywords: the Chi-You Huan, the dragon-head bracelets, Liangzhu culture,
Shixia culture
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