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Abstract

In this paper I investigate the concepts of space, landscape, and local government in
the Taihai shicha lu, which is treated as a kind of travel diary shedding light on the
cultural history of Taiwan. In addition to providing a large amount of information on
aboriginal customs, mores, and culture, the Taihai also reflects the Sinification of the
Pingpu tribes. I give special attention to the accounts of the grounding of whales on
Taiwan’s tidal flats, as well as the legends on Koxinga riding a whale. Taking categorical
correspondences and Huang’s experience in Taiwan as my overall approach, I present the

overlapping images of aboriginal space and locality.

Keywords: Huang Shujing; Taihai shicha lu (Records from the mission to
Taiwan and its strait); Pingpu tribes; locality; aboriginal images; categorical
correspondence
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