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Revisiting the Impact of China’s “Belt & Road

Initiative” on Sino-European Relations

Abstract

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s Belt & Road Initiative (BRI) was
designed to share China’s experiences of economic growth and
achievements with those Asian, African and European countries that
are in need. The ambitious goal of this initiative is to “build a
community of shared future for mankind, and promote a reform of
global governance system.” Take the Europe as an example: the
individual countries’ economic development and conditions are so
different that their responses to China’s BRI can vary from country to
country. This paper has found that those Western European countries
have formed a growing “protectionism” toward BRI, Northern
European countries have developed an individualized and conditioned
bilateral relationship with China, the Central and Eastern European
countries have generally held an “open and welcome” position, and
the Southern European countries, particularly Greece, are quite
vigorous about China’s project. Nevertheless, this paper finds that
European Union (EU) as a whole has worried that China could be
using “divide and rule” tactics to gain influence in Europe. In this
context, the paper illustrates such intricate relationship between the
EU as a whole and the European countries as a part when facing the
common challenges from China’s BRI. What is being inquired in this
paper is that whether the European countries have become more
united and integrated, or actually been facing the crisis of parting

ways soon. And, what is China’s role here?

Keywords: Belt & Road Initiative, Sino-European Relations, global
governance, EU, integration




