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Abstract

F. Chopin was one of the most influential composers in the Romantic Period. He
wrote a great amount of piano music. The beginning of the 19" Century, ballade was
not only a kind of literature or folk tune, but also became to be a type of musical form.
At that time, it was mainly for vocal composition. Later, Ballade soon appeared
within instrumental works.

F. Chopin was the first composer to write piano works with a sense of balletic
interlude which comprises masses of literature and artistic connotation. One could say
that Chopin had created a new type of musical form- Ballade.

The form of a ballade doesn’t have a certain rule. Chopin created this type of
form with literary stories or poetry. He expected the performer to have great
imagination and inference for interpreting his ballade.

This thesis has four chapters and investigates the use of pedaling of Chopin’s
second Ballade Nocturne Op.9-1. The first chapter is the introduction, explaining
author’s research motivation and direction. The second chapter states the historical
background of the ballade. The third chapter sets out the analysis of the second
Ballade. The fourth chapter reveals the author’s application of pedaling to the second
Ballade. In the last chapter is the author’s application of pedaling to Chopin’s
Nocturne Op. 9-1.

I would hope this research could help me and other performers to understand

more about the ideas and interpreting.

Keyword: F. Chopin, Ballade, Nocturne, pedaling
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The Study and Performing Interpretation of Chopin Ballade Op.23 & Op.38
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