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The Study of the Mahayana Buddhism based on the
Sravakayana Buddhism- A Case Study of Lamrim Chenmo

TSENG, PEI-CHEN

Abstract

The excellent teaching of the Buddha is twofold: those teachings having a nature of scripture and
those having a nature of realization. The scriptural collections contain the tripitaka (three
collections), which is comprised of the the Sutra Pitaka, the Discipline Pitaka, and the Commentary
Pitaka. The realization collections contain Sila (Precepts, Discipline), Samadhi (Meditation),
Prajna(Wisdom) of the three trainings. The Buddhist scriptures widely comprise the perfections and
the Vajrayana of the Mahayana, great and small vehicles, tripitaka. The real original to put the

meaning of these instructions of the Buddha into practice is in order to clear away the afflictions.

Completely enveloped by the pitch-black darkness of ignorance, taking rebirth after rebirth in
boundless samsara, and unceasingly tormented by the Three Sufferings, they are Suffering of Pain,
Suffering of Change, Pervasive Suffering. Therefore, the beginning of the Buddha's turn is talking
about the truth of Suffering—the faults of cyclic existence in terms of its origin. Consequently, if
you fail to cultivate the remedy, you will be reborn in the future, since you only stop rebirth by
cultivating the remedy. Unless you develop a determination to reject cyclic existence through
meditating on its faults, you will not seek relief from the suffering of the appropriated aggregates.
We are supposed to generate renunciation when we think of the sufferings of samsara. Through
contemplating the state of your mothers in conditions such as these, generate a supreme mind of
bodhichitta. But, even though you may be acquainted with renunciation and bodhichitta, if you do
not possess the wisdom realizing the way things are, you will not be able to cut the root of samsara;

therefore strive in the means for realizing dependent relationship.

The vehicle of the Mahayana is not completely independent from the vehicle of the
pratyekabuddha and the Sravaka. On the contrary, the Mahayana is not a new ones, the Mahayana
Buddhism is constructed by the Sravakayana Buddhism. Many of the Buddha's statements pertain
to the vehicle of the pratyekabuddha and the Sravaka. The self-liberation is not the final goal of the
Mahayana’s practitioners, you who are not attached to the joys of samsara, but diligently strive to
practice Precepts, Samadhi, Wisdom of the three trainings, and to make your freedom and
endowment meaningful, this is the common criteria for the mentioned above three vehicles.
Otherwise, you get nothing in the fundamental of the Mahayana Buddhism. In order to enter the

perfection vehicle of the Mahayana while you within bodhichitta, you do need the paths that are



explained in the Hinayana scriptural collections. If, in this way, even the wisdom that knows
emptiness is not a specifically Mahayana path, it goes without saying that there are other shared
paths as well. Bodhisattvas should produce all paths—whatever is a path of a Sravaka, a
pratyekabuddha, or a buddha—and should know all paths. They should also perform the deeds of

these paths and bring all of them to completion.

The master Je Tsong Kha Pa, the founder of the Tibetan Gelugpa, set knows very well about the
esoteric and exoteric Buddhism. One of his important work is Lamrim Chenmo or “The Great
Treatise on the Stages of the Path to Enlightment”, which is not only systematizes the Tibetan
Buddhism, but is a presentation of Shakyamuni Buddha's teachings that details the stages in the
complete path to enlightenment. In this work he describes how the practitioners follow the ordered
path, make Buddhahood their goal in order to extinguish all the sufferings of all living beings, and
finally attain the state of Samyak-sambuddha, i.e. the Buddhahood. This thesis mainly investigates
the views of all the scriptures of the Buddha are included within the Paths of the Three Types of
Persons in Lamrim Chenmo, and the interactive relation between the meanings between the
Mahayana Buddhism and the Sravakayana Buddhism. This depicts that what is the important
purpose of leading practitioners by means of the Paths of the Three Types of Persons. An essential
feature of the Lamrim Chenmo is its division into three principal aspects: renunciation, bodhicitta
and right view. In this short teaching, Three Principal Aspects of the Path, written by Je Tsong kha
pa, describes the entrance for all fortunate ones desiring liberation. The welfare of living beings no
matter a person who is various however in the beginning, middle, and in the end stage is what you
should accomplish as well. Follow the teachings taught by the Buddha, build the construction of the
immaculate right mindfulness and thought, add persons of great capacity under the influence of
great compassion, get more the repetition of making use of coincidence of calm abiding, and special
understanding then, come to the way of the liberation from life and the final nirvana. I hope this

thesis is the gateway for fortunate ones establishing the right thinking and seeking liberation.

Keywords: Je Tsong Kha Pa, Lamrim Chenmo, Mahayana Buddhism, Sra‘wakayﬁna Buddhism,
and Three Principal Aspects of the Path
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