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A Study on Siming Zhili's
Great-Compassionate Heart Incantation Practices of the

Avalokitesvara with a Thousand Hands and Eyes
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Abstract

The Great-Compassionate Heart Incantation Practices of the Avalokitesvara with a
Thousand Hands and Eyes formulated by Zhili, Dynasty Song (960-1028) according to the
Great-Compassionate Heart Dharani translated by sramana Bhagavaddharma, of Dynasty
Tang, is also the beginning of Great Compassion Repentance Retreat, the most popular
today. The Great-Compassionate Heart Dharani mainly said the fundamental incantation
which the Thousand-Handed Thousand-Eyed Bodhisattva proves the charitable and pious
deeds inwardly—Great-Compassionate Incantation, having the power of repentance and
elimination of bad karma and felony, vowing to comfort the afflicted and benefit human
beings as the great willingness shown by Avalokitesvara. The incantation contains the
ultimate essence of things and disposition in the twelve scriptures, but also there are ritual
matters, ““according to its scriptures, it is useful to see the wisdom of truth and ceremonial
protocols”.  Zhili formulated the Incantation subject to sutra, referring to the ten
disciplinary rites of Fa Hua Sanmei Chan Yi, and explaining the doctrines of Round
Teaching in Tiantai Buddhism, that is, which inherited and innovated in different repentance
styles of Tiantai Buddhism, can be said to be a superior repentance practices. After Rev.
Duti recompiled and Rev. Jixian proofread and sent to the press during late Ming Dynasty
and early Qing Dynasty, the Great Compassion Repentance was reduced into five
disciplines, in particular, the 10" discipline “Observation and Practice”, the most
characteristic of Tiantai Buddhism, and the interpretation of Avalokitasvara’s sixteen vows
were deleted, after simplification, the Great Compassion Repentance, becomes the version
used in Great Compassion Repentance Retreat held by major temples today, and more
widely circulated. If the main appeal for Great Compassion Repentance Retreat held today

still focus on disaster relief, and releasing souls of Karmic entanglements, ancestors, parents



for generations, and past relatives from purgatory, then the participation of the Great
Compassion Repentance, for Buddhists is still only repentance rites, without “stopping and
contemplation”. Zhili formulated Great-Compassionate Heart Incantation Practices, with a
deep doctrines of Tiantai Buddhism and strict rules of rite, suitable for a small number of
Shanha elites to practice; until now, the Great Compassion Repentance has been adapted to
the public to use and practice, even Avalokitesvara is related to the interests of the world, so
that Great Compassion Repentance has become one of Buddhist services. The original
purpose of Zhili to formulate repentance was to repent and eliminate Karmic crime into
meditation in order to the prove the exact reality of sarva-vastuni, to the present its
emphasis on the pursuit of the interests of the world has lost the original intention of Zhili to
formulate the repentance; therefore, to explore Great-Compassionate Heart Incantation
Practices is of great significance, so that the practitioners know Tiantai Repentance has a
profound meaning as a guide, and won’t stay in the rites when practice the repentance, but

can enhance the deep experience of practice.

Keywords: Zhili, Great-Compassionate Heart Incantation Practices, Great Compassion

Repentance, Repentance, Great-Compassionate Heart Dharant
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