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Analysis, Exploration and Reflection of Research
Orientation for Taiwan Elderly
Education Dissertation

Ching-Teng, Yao *
Abstract

Academic research on education for the elderly has moved into the era where sys-
tem knowledge is gradually being formed, with a massive increase of research groups in
recent years. However, whether the current state is conducive to the specialization of se-
nior education is subject to further reflection and discussion. First of all, this study will
elaborate on the arguments of six paradigms: positivism, post-positivism, critical theo-
ry, constructivism, participation and pragmatism, concerning the three major issues: on-
tology, epistemology and methodology. Thereafter, relevant studies of developments in
Taiwan’s senior education will be explored. In this study, content analysis is adopted to
conduct retrospective content analysis on the subject of elderly education dissertations
in Taiwan from 2006 to 2011. The findings show that research orientation is deeply af-
fected by policy trends. Forward-looking and critical orientation studies are somewhat
lacking. In regard to research subjects, undue emphasis is given to senior citizens who
participate in learning activities or in a single regional educational institution. Most
studies primarily focus on learning needs and motivation, and have overlooked themes
such as: self-dignity of the elderly, public engagement, aging awareness among the pop-
ulation, intergenerational education, specialization and resource integration. With re-
spect to research paradigms, dissertations which adopt the positivist paradigm approach
are the most numerous, and the survey method is the most frequently used research
method. Finally, this study will put forward three recommendations: to strengthen basic
theme research on elderly education, to adopt integrated and diverse methodology and
strategy, as well as to promote localized development of elderly education research. The
aforesaid three proposals can be considered as reflecting the future focus of academic
research on elderly education in Taiwan.

Keywords: elderly education, dissertation, research orientation, research paradigm
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