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Among the East Asian countries, Korea and Japan have done well on preservation and
revival of Yayyue (court music) than China and Taiwan. However, under the direction of
Professor Zhou Chun-Yi, Nanhua University Yayue Ensemble in Taiwan was established in
2001, and Professor Shim Sook Kyung was also invited to teach Korean court dance in order
to revival of Yayue from Tang-Song Dynasty at the Nanhua University.

Currently, the Yayue researches in Taiwan and China mainly focus on their characteristics
in the various Chinese dynasties, the revival of Ya Yue, and the contemporary means and social
evaluation on Yayue. To compare Yayue dance researches between China and Taiwan, the
former emphasizes on dance styles across different dynasties; the later concerns more on
integrative body-mind-spirit. As we observed, the literatures about the cultural exchange of
court music and dance between Taiwan and Korea, and Yayue dance education are quite limited.
Based on my ethnographic research during the period of 2013-2018, this dissertation focuses
on the development and inheritance of Korean court dance in Taiwan by examining Yayue
dance education at the Nanhua University. My participant observation on the Nanhua
University Yayue dance group from insider perspective will be addressed, supporting by other
interview notes, and video recordings of Professor Shim Sook Kyung’s lectures on Korean court
dance, Finally, this dissertation discusses the challenges of Yayue dance group after Professor
Shim Sook Kyung’s departure from Nanhua University, and concludes the development and
continuation of dance group by my own lecture on Korean court dance at the Nanhua University

in 2018.

Keywords: Korean court dance, Nanhua University Yayue dance group, development and

inheritance of Yayue, Yayue dance education
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