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Abstract

Juvenile delinquency is an important field in psychological, educational and sociological
research. Previous studies applying self-control theory seems quite successful in explaining
juvenile deviant behaviors. Nevertheless, the importance of ““cultural capital in
preventing deviant behaviors from occurring shout not be overlooked. This thesis covers
both to see how two sets of theories complemen to explain the occurance of juvenile
deviant behaviors.

A total of 1022 samples were collected by purposive sampling , including 530 boys and
492 girls coming from the public elementary schools in Chia-yi area. According to the
Nested Regression Model Analysis the following findings are noteworthy.

1)Variables of both theories can explain the higher-grades students deviant behaviors

in elementary schools respectively , while the combined impact is stronger than each
individual ones.

2)Variables of cultural capital affects the higher-grade students self-control in

elementary schools.

3) Variables of cultural capital has stronger influence than those of self- control.

In conclusion , this study confirms the effectiveness of Gottfredson and
Hirschis self-control theory and cultural capital theory in influencing higher-grades
students deviant behaviors in elementary schools.It also indicates that a combination of
both will gain greater explanatory power in higher-grades students deviant behaviors.

Keywords cultural capital, self-control, deviant behavior
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