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An Analysisof China’sUrging Local Governmentsto
Implement the Power List System
Tzu-yang Chang
(Professor, Department of International Affairsand
Business,
Nan Hua University)

Abstract: According to a guideline issued by the General Office
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) and the General Office of the State Council, local
governments must introduce a power list system that publicize
their administrative powers and processes to ensure
accountability and transparency. The power list system is part of
the central government's effort to streamline administration and
delegate power to lower levels. One can imagine that the central
government should have communicated with local governments
clearly to make sure they implement the power list system
unequivocally. The guideline, however, is full of ambiguities.
This study employs Eric M. Eisenberg's theory of strategic
ambiguity to explain why. It is found that the ambiguous
guideline allows local governments to maintain "diversified

unity" and the CPC to consolidate its leadership.

Keywords: China, Communist Party of China, Decentralization,
Administration by Law ~ Power List System,

Strategic Ambiguity
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