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The Study on the Inspiration from Master Hsing

Yun’s Humanistic Buddhism

Cong-Sheng Shen”

Abstract

Master Hsing Yun was converted to Buddhism as a monk in his childhood.
He moved to Taiwan in the year of 1949 to teach Buddhist scriptures and promote
Buddhism, to advocate the concepts of Humanistic Buddhism in order to liberate
human beings, and to get rid of ignorance and evil for purifying the minds of
human beings. Master Hsing Yun established many cultural and educational
institutions around Taiwan. A huge number of believers learn from him and
admired him greatly. He established the temple Fo Guang Shan in Kaohsiung in
1967 and now its affiliated institutions are around the world, which achieves the
ideal of that the Buddha’s light shines on the three thousand realms and the stream
of dharma flows through out the five continents, and realizes the purpose of

advocating Buddhism and benefiting human beings.

This study discusses the compassionate wish of Master Hsing Yun to
advocate Humanistic Buddhism and to enlighten all human beings for social
harmony and peace. In his past 90 years of life, the continuous challenging tests

experienced by Master Hsing Yun serve as the primary focus of this study. Master

* Ph.D student of History in National Cheng Kung University.
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Hsing Yun compassionately enlightened the public about how to be happy in his
books on Humanistic Buddhism. The focus of discussion of this study is to
summarize the actual practice and lessons in daily life described in his books
about Humanistic Buddhism. This study emphasizes on the social impact on and

the practice in life and education resulted from Humanistic Buddhism.

Keyword: Hsing Yun, Humanistic Buddhism, Compassion, Education, Practice
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