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The study of Master Hsing Yun’s Buddhist Lyrics
Creation in the 1950-70s

Jen-Yu Lin”

Abstract

Master Hsing Yun has done missionary work in Taiwan for more than sixty
years until 2017. The first 20 years (1950s-70s) can be said to be the most
important foundation stage. From hosting the Yilan Leiyin Temple to the creation
of Foguang Mountain, he began to set up separate temples in major cities around
the world. He carried out various innovations in the way of missionary work, so
that the concept of "the Human Buddhism™ was spread and many concrete
practical achievements were obtained. The important thing is the new Buddhist
songs, which provide the singing team, the choir, and even the singer to sing, so
that the vernacular lyrics adapted to the Chinese environment can match the
melody of the new era and attract the general public, especially the intellectual
youth to join the believer organization. This article will use the Buddhist lyrics
created by Master Hsing Yun in the 1950-70s as the main text. For example, "The
Song of the missionary ", "Western”, "Pray" which included in the "Buddhist

Songs Collection”. This article will analyze its creative causes, themes, and

* Associate Professor and the chairperson of Chinese Department, National Chung Hsing
University.
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content. In particular, it is the meaning and influence of condensing the power of
the Buddhist groups and spreading the principles of Buddhism. This research is
related to the meaning of "Life Practice and Enlightenment of the Master Hsing
Yun of Literary Narratives" in the "Song preaching” which have a status and

influence in the history of the development of modern Buddhist songs.

Keywords: Modern Buddhist Songs, Master Hsing Yun, Human Buddhism,
Modern Missionary Activities, Buddhist Singer
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