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Nebula Masters and the Development of

"Human Buddhism" in Taiwan

Su-Hua Hu"

Abstract

Venerable Master Hsing Yun came over to Taiwan in 1949. He had
been the Director of the "Taiwan Buddhism Workshop" , the Chief editor
of "Life Magazine", and the Tutor of Yilan Buddha Chanting Rally. He
had established Buddhist Culture Service in Taipei, Shoushan Temple in
Kaohsiung, and founded Shoushan Buddhist College. In 1967, he founded
the Fo Guang Shan Temple in Kaohsiung and declared the purpose of
"Promoting Buddhism through Culture, Cultivating talents through
education, Charging welfare to the society with charity, and Simplifying
the mind with Buddhist practice" to promote "Humanistic Buddhism ";
furthermore, he integrated the tradition and modernness into Buddhist
rules and systems. At the same time, he has been continuously

propagating Buddhism over the world and writing the books . With all

these efforts, he leads Buddhism into a new milestone of modernization.

This article follows the literary narrative track of Venerable Master

*

Ph.D, Department of Chinese Literature and Application, Fo Guang University.
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Hsing Yun's starting from Taiwan for implementing Humanistic
Buddhism and outlines the development of contemporary Taiwan's
"Humanistic Buddhism". First of all, it outlines the origin of "Humanistic
Buddhism" and the related Masters of the modern Taiwan except
Venerable Master Hsing Yun to highlight the inheritance and continuation
of Humanistic Buddhism. Secondly, from the description of Venerable
Master Hsing Yun’s many intellectual and creative ideas for Buddhist
reformation, we can see the appearance of the concept of “Humanistic
Buddhism” constructed by the Venerable Master Hsing Yun. These
advocacies include "co-ownership", "propagation of eight sects",
"interpretation of Dharma in the language of life", "implementation of
Buddhism in living", "manifestation of the Buddhism’s enthusiasm and
optimism by spreading the joy and happiness", "humanization of
Buddhism, reading through the life, equality of people, and the
localization of monasteries", etc. Then, from the aspects of cultural
publishing, educational establishment, Buddhism propagating, charitable
undertakings, international promotion of Buddhism, etc., it sorts out the
Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s methods and models for promoting the
development of contemporary Taiwanese "Humanistic Buddhism".
Finally, it comes down to the four points that the Venerable Master Hsing
Yun successfully promotes and implements the "Humanistic Buddhism":
extraordinary persistence and strategy for organizing educational

establishment, simple slogans as well as achievements in Dharma
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propagating and giving, solid propagation as well as international
promotion and dissemination, firm belief in Buddhism and ultimately

holding ture to the original intents of Buddha.

Keywords: Master of the Nebula, Human Buddhism, Foguang Mountain,
Complete Works of the Nebula Master, Literary Narrative
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