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A Study on the Fiction Genre of Master Hsing Yun’s
National Master Yulin: From the Perspective of

Bildungsroman

Jeng-Yan Chen”

Abstract

Master Hsing Yun’s National Master Yulin has been praised for long, adapted
into all kinds of theatrical forms and having deep influence. Through the concept of
bildungsroman in western literature, this study expects to think about National
Master Yulin as a special bildungsroman of young monks so that we can more clearly
find out the reasons why National Master Yulin is widely loved by the public.

In the novel, we can find that Yulin has surpassed the barriers of covetous
affection and self-superiority in the course of self-cultivation. As for altruism, he has
gradually turned from an egotistic man of Hinayana into a Mahayana Buddha taking
fame and wealth and endeavoring to help the world. At the same time, Master Hsing
Yun carefully depicts Yulin’s inner mind full of hesitation and conflict in the face of
every difficulty. On the one hand, we can see Yulin’s spiritual journey all the way in
his growth more clearly. On the other hand, as ordinary people, we can also follow

Yulin’s thinking context and solve our own problems. Maybe this is the most

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chiayi University.
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important reason why National Master Yulin has long been acclaimed.

Keywords: Master Hsing Yun, National Master Yulin, bildungsroman, fiction genre

study
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