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Inquiry into the rhetoric of "'‘Buddhahood Vegetable

Roots Sayings' written by Master Hsing Yun

Chang-Hsi Chen®, Kuan-Ya Huang™

Abstract

To enhance the abundant thoughts of Buddha, Master Hsing Yun has created
more than 3000 philosophical sayings in the book named “Buddhahood Vegetable
Roots Sayings”. He wrote in his preface that this book imitated the expression style
of “Vegetable Roots Sayings” written by Hon Tze Chen —one of the Confucians
during Ming dynasty. While the rhetoric used in this book are various and multiple
such as parallelism, climax, metaphor, and metonymy etc. In this article the rhetoric
styles of “Buddhahood Vegetable Roots Sayings” were introduced for better

appreciation with its readers.

Keywords: Master Hsing Yun, Buddhahood Vegetable Roots Sayings, Rhetoric
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