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[ Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to test and compare the explanatory power of Bureaucratic
Politics Theory and Organizational Culture Theory. In this article, “the most-likely case study,”
“the least likely case study” and “process tracing method” are used as the research methods.

In constructing a causal explanation, Bureaucratic Politics Theory and Organizational
Culture Theory are treated as the independent variables. At the same time, the US military airlift
capability is treated as the dependent variable. The independent variables are operationalized
through five sets of proposition and hypotheses, which are derived from these two theories. By
using these five sets of hypotheses, the explanatory power of the two theories are tested by the
US military airlift case during the Gulf War. The indicators, which are used as the measurement
of the independent variables, are the doctrine, roles and missions, budget, force structure and the
organizational change of the US airforce. According to this study, the Organizational Culture
Theory has more explanatory power than the Bureaucratic Politics Theory in explaining the US
military airlift case during the Gulf War.

Key words: Bureaucratic Politics Theory, Organizational Culture Theory, the Gulf War, US
military Force, airlift
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