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Decoding the Meaning of Metrosexuals from the
Perspective of Media and Audience: Narration,
Semiotics and Reception Analysis

Hsiu-Hui Chan® Hung-Yi Lu™ Hsin-Ya Hou® Li-Chun Ma®

Abstract

This study aims to analyze how the TV program “Queer Eye for the Straight
Guy” represents the image of “the metrosexuals.” The “Queer Eye for the Straight
Guy” program allows queers to help straight men forge the life style of metrosexuals.
By doing so, this program enables the audience to probe men’s privacy in order to
satisfy their curiosity.

The results of narrative and semiotic analyses indicate that the program
attempted to represent non-metrosexuals as unmannered, underbred, and selfish
while metrosexuals were depicted as cultivated, of good taste, up-and-coming,
and considerate. The results of reception analysis, in which nine participants were
interviewed, revealed that the content of “Queer Eye for the Straight Guy” helped
the audience realize the characteristics of metrosexuals. In general, middle-aged and
traditional males tended to express negative feelings towards metrosexuals while
females and young males tended to show positive feelings toward them, accepting and
admiring their courage of pursuing self-identity.

The program displays the variety of gender-identity concerning males which, in
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turn, crosses the boundaries between homosexuality/heterosexuality, male culture/
female culture, and toughness/tenderness. By doing so, this program enables the
audience to believe that through understanding and learning, individuals with different
gender-identity can live the way they expect.

Keywords: Metrosexual, narrative analysis, semiotic analysis, reception analysis
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N FRE AR - BTE (2006) SRR HE AL A KL EE RIS A

Y MBEIRER WS BEERATUEERASEAEE
iﬁ’% HE MR EBEEER 8 - N EEE - ER A s MTEIE
BHREEE N —RIE -

E%fuH%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ%%%ﬁﬁ%‘%ﬁ%ﬁ@])\ » BTERE S R ENR AT
BN FRHIFTE - Dobinsond Young (2000 ) HL1547 22 [FEMEEEFTETHY
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