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A Preliminary Review of Zhang Hu’s Poetry:
Concurrent Discussion of Hu’s Rejection by Yuan

Zhen and Bai Juyi

Kuo-Ching Chung®

Abstract

Zhang Hu was a famous poet in the mid-Tang dynasty. Other than around 500
poems, he had no other literary works and did not have eminent fame. However,
since the late-Tang dynasty, his poems drew attentions from poets and reviewers. In
addition to commenting on or praising his diverse poetic styles, reviewers also
attempted to classify his genres based on the contents and styles shown in his poems.
Hu enjoyed equal fame with famous poets of different poetic styles, such as Han Yu,
Du Fu, Bai Juyi, Jia Dao, Meng Jiao, Li Shangyin, Du Mu, Sikong Tu, and Wang
Jian, well demonstrating Hu’s diverse poetic themes and styles. From the Song
Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty, many scholars further examined his poetry style and
value from Zhang Hu's different kinds of poems, and obtained good evaluations in
Yue Fu poems, historical poems, TiBi poetry , Palatial Poems, and Jue Ju. The
current dissertation, examining data such as poetic critique of the past dynasties,

poetic evaluations, and literati’s appraisal, aimed to probe into viewpoints and

* Ph.D. in Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University.
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perspectives on Zhang Hu from literati and reviewers of the past dynasties. With
these comments, we could know that after the Song Dynasty, poets and

commentators commented on Zhang Hu’s poetry with praise and admiration.

Zhang Hu’s unemployment in official positions throughout his life also
triggered sympathy and care from literati and reviewers, who directed Hu’s harsh
official unemployment mainly to rejections respectively by Yuan Zhen and Bai Juyi.
However, a scrutiny of historical materials recording oppositions by Yuan and Bai
revealed seemingly misinterpretation and ambiguity of the texts. Both Yuan and Bai
only gave an objective evaluation of Zhang Hu’s poems on the current situation.

There is no evidence to prove that the two tried to "reject" Zhang Hu.

Keywords: Tang Poetry, Zhang Hu, Zhang Hu Shiji (or Collection of Poems by
Zhang Hu), Palace Poem, Recommended for Official Positions Yet
Rejected by Superiors
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