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National Chung Hsing University
Abstract

Despite the prevalence of studies on foreign policy and its
decision-makers, studies that analyze severance of diplomatic ties are rarely
seen when searched. As a matter of fact, certain countries such as Qatar or
debatable political entities such as Taiwan might reluctantly fail to establish
diplomatic ties or fail to maintain diplomatic relations when interacting
with other sovereign states. In light of these events, this paper proposes a
thought-provoking research question — Is the interaction between two
countries (or political entities) that are de jure type allies more frequent
than the interaction between two countries (or political entities) that are de
facto one? To answer this question, this paper examines and analyzes the
bilateral trade interaction between Taiwan (the Government of the Republic
of China) and each of its seven former de jure diplomatic allies respectively,
including Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe, Republic of
Panama, Dominican Republic, Burkina Faso, Republic of El Salvador,
Solomon Islands, and Republic of Kiribati, to compare the bilateral trade
interaction between Beijing (the Government of the People’s Republic of
China) and these seven countries who are now Beijing’s de jure diplomatic
allies. This paper finds that trade interaction between two de jure allies




40 FIRERER X 7 INSZ BRI 5T
The Study into Establishing Diplomatic Ties and Breaking off Diplomatic Relations

might not be truly essential or consequential. Meanwhile, trade interaction
based on actual needs is rarely ended because of severance of a diplomatic
tie between two formerly de jure allies. The differentiation between a de
jure diplomatic tie and a de facto diplomatic interaction is therefore
necessary. The increase or decrease in the number of Taiwan’s de jure allies
does not necessarily reflect Taiwan’s actual diplomatic performance. In
other words, there is no obvious causality.

Keywords:
diplomacy, diplomatic ties, severance of diplomatic relations, trade
interaction, national interests
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87 «Could Ties with Kiribati Be a Boost to China’s Space Ambitions?” South China
Morning Post (September 21%, 2019), via at:
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3029812/could-ties-kiribati-be-boost
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