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[ Research Article)

A Study of the Cultural Perspectives after

the Catastrophe and the Funeral Planning

without Remains - Taking the Villagers of
Xiaolin as an Example

Kuo-Chu Yan™*, Zong-Heng Cai* ™"

Abstract

Taiw Xiao Lin Village was destroyed by the Typhoon Morakot and
villagers struggled with the dilemma between the faith of “seeing the lives
or to see the corpses.” There is also the practical difficulties in the
implementation, -- whether to dig or not to dig up the remains. The
people’s decisions changed repeatedly. At the end, the funeral ceremony
finished with those victims who had partial remains or without remains.
This study adopted the field research method to explore the Xiao Lin
villagers’ cultural value system of idolatry and ancestor worship,
contradictory perception of body excavation, regret of no body, comfort of
body replacement, etc. from the funeral process encountered with or
without remains. This study concludes that: firstly, Xiao Lin Village with

idolatry and ancestor worship values, and it could be unnecessary to bury

** Associate Professor, Department of life and death, Nanhua University
*** Master , Department of life and death, Nanhua University
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the remains ritually; second, by the limitation of objective factors of
situation, most families had to abandon exhumations; third, it is helpful for
family dependents comforting sorrow by the dead’s replacement on the
non-remain funeral. Based on the above conclusions, this study suggests
as follows: firstly, to set up ashes burial cemeteries to help family
dependents comforting; second, to set up a memorial park or cenotaph for
family dependents to worship or memory; third, to provide replacement of
the dead and to fit in with ritual for raising the effort of comforting.

Keywords: cultural value system, idolatry, funeral planning, Xiao Lin

Village, catastrophe
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