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Comparison and Intertextuality: Inspect the
Pattern and the Meaning of Tang Dynasty’s
Entering the Underground World Via the
Structure of “Taizong Entering the

Underground World”

Hsiu-Fen Liao™

Abstract

“Taizong Entering the Underground World” was Narrated from the
Perspective of Literati in Tang Dynasty, such as a note novel, Zhang Zhuo
“Chao Ye Qian Zai”: Taizong Entering the Underground World. In
Dunhuang S.2630, “Taizong Entering the Underground World” was
circulated and recorded by the folk artists. The story goes from simple to
complex and describes entering the underground world from different
perspectives. We can peep the criticisms of Taizong by the court and the
people at that time. This article focuses on Dunhuang S.2630, “Taizong
Entering the Underground World”, which is rich in content and widely

circulated. It was divided into three stages: entering the underworld, in

* Assistant Professor, Department of Literature, Nanhua University.
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the underworld, and returning to life". Through the comparison of
“Taizong Entering the Underground World” and “Tang dynasty entering
underground world”, we can understand the synchronic interaction
between each other. Taking the emperor as the one who entering the hell
has its special meanings, such as the structure of social power and the
view of monarchs in ethics. Although the former is different from the
latter in plot development, there is a certain pattern in between after
comparison. The significance of plot reflects people's imagination of hell

and the desire for reviving.

Keywords: Entering the Underground World, Touring the Underground
World, Hell, Intertextuality
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