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A Perspective on the Expression of
Urbanite Consumption: The News
Coverage Comparison between
People's Daily and Beijing Times on

the “Two Conferences”

Yu-liang Chang

Abstract

The National People's Congress and the Chinese People's Political Con-
sultative Conference hereinafter cited as the “two conferences” are two of
the most important political assemblies of the Communist Party of China.
Nominally, the Conferences are routinely held as formal meetings for the
ruling Communist regime. How to cover their political manipulations correctly
is the most delicate challenge for mainland party newspapers.This paper found
that, by analyzing two sources of news coverage by the Beijing Times, a newly
emerged urban newspaper, and the People's Daily, the official party propaganda
establishment, that the latter tends to use traditional news frame for party-
state propaganda. For example, “ showing fidelity by making flattering pro-
posals” , “boasting party achievements” , “ consolidating national unity”
and “policy announcement” . While the Beijing Times, on the other hand,
uses a message-delivering frame, which is closer to city dwellers. By applying
this strategy, the Beijing Times not only marginalizes the dominant monopoly
frame of the People's Daily, but also successfully deconstructs the ritual
functions of the news coverage of the two conferences.

The Beijing Times changes the traditional news frame by introducing
various reporting skills from the western media, such as interpretative reporting,
depth reporting and investigative reporting , trying to convey voices different
from those delivered by Xinhua News Agency and representatives from the

“two conferences” . Still, the Beijing Times dares not to construct news
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frame which will be viewed as a menace to the ruling leadership. Instead, the
paper develops an alternative “ expressiori of urbanite consumption” reporting
scheme, which is obviously a product of compromise between market mech-
anisms and the absolute authority of the party-state system.

Keywords: Mainland China's newspaper industry; news frame; party-state

conference news
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