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Norms for Gender/Sexuality and Hate Crime:
The Policy Regulation of Sex Work
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Abstract
From 1980s on, “child-prostitute” has been an important symbol of

“victim”. Through naming sexual transactions as crime of violence, the
groups of social movements gave an impetus to legislate a set of regulations
to protect the public. In this process, the boundaries of sexual differences
were constantly reinforced and reconstituted. The imagination of “victim”
extended the arrangements of protection/prevention, and the concept of
perpetration formed the antithetical relation of public interest and danger.

This thesis begins with the idea of “hate crime”. It focuses on Child and Youth
Sexual Transaction Prevention Act in Taiwan, which has developed specific
norms for gender/sexuality with the design of these groups. From putting the
accent of “victimized” child-prostitute to the sexual difference between adults
and children /teenagers, an orientation of anti-hate crime in rescuing child-
prostitutes towards the resistance of social exploitation and oppression were
gradually replaced by policies of protection/prevention. Sexual inequality
and difference turned to meet the needs of these groups, thought as their
necessary political strategy. How the boundary of differences was produced
in policy process? What is its becoming? From gender to age, how the sexual
difference practiced power? How were the norms formed and reconstituted
to be Foucauldian’s “technology of governmentality”, continuing in policies
and law?

Keywords: hate crime, sexual transaction, norm, discipline, sexual
difference, victimization, sex work, policy regulation
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