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Liu Zong-zhou’s Reflection on the
Interpretations of The Great Learning Made by
the Confucians from the Song and Ming Dynasty

Abstract

Liu Zong-zhou considers “diversions” to be the
major problems with the interpretations of The Great
Learning by Zhu Xi, Wang Yang-ming and his followers.
Liu believes that Zhu’s A Supplementary Commentary on
Ge Wu Zhi Zhi (investigation of things and acquisition of
knowledge) basically matches the meaning of Ge W Zhi
Zhi from The Great Learning. However, Zhu Xi’s idea
of “Ge Wu Qiong Li” (investigation of things and
fathoming of principles) demands to investigate things
first, which easily leads to the negligence of “knowing
the root.” Moreover, Zhu’s interpretations about The
Great Learning overlook the importance of “sincerity of
the will” and “vigilance in solitude.” With regards to
Wang Yang-ming, the major problem with his
interpretations is that the theme of The Great Learning as
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explicated by his theory of Zhi Liang Zhi (extension of
innate knowledge) is distinct from the theme of the text
itself in terms of the concepts of sincerity of the will and
Ge Wu Zhi Zhi. Therefore, Liu traces the theory of
innate knowledge back to Mengzi instead of The Great
Learning and criticizes Wang as his interpretations of
sincerity of the will, correction of the mind and
cultivation of the self look incoherent, diverted and
fragmented. The problems with such interpretations
lead to the wrongful interpretations about the four dicta

and all the problematic issues with Wang’s followers.

Keywords: Liu Zong-zhou -~ The Great Learning
(Daxue) ~ Diversion ~ Ge Wu Zhi zZhi ~ sincerity of
the will.
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