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When Showers Strike

——the Leading Symbols and Narrative Structure

of Gu Desha's '"The Island of Rain"

Chih-Yuan Kao"

Abstract

“The Island of Showers” was Gu Desha's first short story collection. As a
rare collection of "industrial novels", the book contains a total of nine short stories,
with the background of the textile industry in the 1980s as the background,
radiating a life image after a sudden change in the era. Among them, "shower", as
a leading symbol, serializes the structural arrangement of the nine short stories
throughout the book. This article is based on the analysis of the image of "storm",
and explores how the novel uses this image as the dominant symbol in the text,
and through what kind of narrative structure, it shows the contradictions and

struggles of human nature under this image.

Keywords: Island of Showers, Gu Desha, Leading Symbol, Narrative Structure.

" Assistant Professor, Department of Literature, Nanhua University.
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