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Is “Deaf-and-Dumb” an Abusive Word?

Kuo-Cheng Cheng®

Abstract

I suffered from serious inborn hearing deficiency when I was a child. I have
exposed myself to the deaf community and communicated by colloquial and sign
language for a long time. Therefore, I am fully aware that the deaf felt great shame
about the word, “deaf and dumb.” However, from the viewpoints of some normal
people, “deaf and dumb” is not an abusive word as conceived by the deaf. It can be a
formal and courteous way of expressing respect towards the underprivileged. In
order to solve the problem, I collect legitimate data by the questionnaire and do
research from the perspectives of Etymology, Chinese semantics and cultural

differences.

The purpose of this study is to explore whether the word, “dead and dumb”
refers to the human or nonhuman from the philosophical perspective on humanity
discussed during the period of the Warring States. While the word itself has no
biased views, its impact on the reader or audience varies according to the
communication between two sides. As the Chinese saying goes, “Benevolent words
melt wintry iciness” or “malicious words freeze sultry air.” Only by bilateral

cooperation can we stop quarrels.

Keywords: Deaf, Dumb, Deaf-and-Dumb, Curse, Word.

*. Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Chinese Language, National Taichung University of
Science and Technology.
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