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A study on the script of the performance by Shin-He-Shing Group--Taking “Dream in
the Mundane World” as an example
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Abstract

The fifties are the peak of Taiwanese opera. The Shin-He-Shing Opera Team,
established in 1956, once performed The White Snake Chronicles, which took Taiwan
by storm, and once, was performed more than 300 times during a year. It influenced
Taiwanese opera gradually through the passing times and the entertainment media’s
growth, though it faced development problems. During the team’s peak, it was
divided into three groups, though now only one group called “Shin-He-Shing Opera
Team II” is still running.

After the group changed its name into “Shin-He-Shing Team” in 2010, team
leads/couple Jiang Jin Long and Jiang Chen Yong Jen vowed to pass on the tradition
and lead the group to create performances with various topics and style, while holding
annual shows in theaters. Thanks to their diligence and innovation, the performances
are critically acclaimed and loved, paving a bright path for the group.

Jiang Chen Yong Jen’s action to innovate the performances came with urgency,
since the previous performances are mere refinements of their earlier ones that never
seemed to enhance the overall texture of their scripts. Luckily during 2013, they
contacted Mrs. Wu Shu Ping to help them write scripts. Then, two years later, the
original performance “Dreams of Normal People” was held in Yuan Lin Performance
Arts Theater, in Yuan Lin, Changhua. It’s an attempt never done before which helped
them turn over a new leaf. It’s the finest representation of Shin-He-Shing Opera Team,
which can be compared to the other modern Taiwanese opera plays, and its content
can be analyzed in detail.

There’s no performance without an audience. After all the analyses of the plays we
come to a conclusion: If innovation isn’t the refinement of other plays or historical
novels, it’s merely the re-adaptations of the early plays, unlike the originally scripted
Dreams of Normal People. Taiwanese opera is the landmark drama art form of our
country. Though it’s an obligation to preserve it and pass it down generations, the
government can only provide limited amounts of support. Folk Taiwanese opera faced
great challenges when trying to remain cultural relevance in the modern-day world, so
I would advise: “If your innovation and/or budget are poor, or if there are age gaps
within the acting group, I hope you all can solve all of these problems. I wish this

valuable, timeless piece of art will be passed down and continue to evolve.”

Keywords: Shin-He-Shing Opera Team, Taiwanese opera, performance script,
original script
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