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ABSTRACT

Interpretation is the core element of promoting sustainable eco-tourism. Through
interpretation, it not only enhances the tourist experience of tourists, but also further
inspires tourists' enthusiasm for environmental protection through their appreciation and
love of scenic spots. Therefore, for managers and tourists, interpretation is regarded as a
"win-win" management strategy. However, in those ecotourism attractions that are
relatively undisturbed and relatively inconvenient in transportation, the provision of
interpretive activities is often insufficient, and the participation of community residents
is also very few. Therefore, this study intends to explore the interpretation willingness
and practical difficulties faced by community residents in participating in ecotourism.
The research was conducted with in-depth interviews in qualitative methods and field
observations, with the Tefuye tribe of Alishan in Chiayi as the research case. The results
of the study found that there are four reasons why local residents are not willing to
provide or participate interpretive services. First, the local community residents do not
have a high level of awareness of ecotourism. Second, the direct benefits generated by
the interpretation service are limited and the incentives are insufficient. Third, the
empowerment of the interpretation of the aboriginal from the public sector is not enough.
Fourth, the elites of the community still lack a consensus on the development of
ecotourism. The management implications of this study are as follows: If ecotourism is
suitable as an approach for the conservation of local resources, the external benefits of
the interpretation of ecotourism should be considered; government have to initiate and
promote the ecotourism and negotiate with stakeholders, involve the empowerment of

the interpretation, supports the interpretive market of ecotourism, and corrects possible

* Email: Cy.hsui@gmail.com
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market failures. In terms of the allocation of soft and hardware resources, it is
recommended that the public sector should establish a horizontal connection mechanism

and review the interpretation service before it has a chance to achieve the function of
ecotourism.

Keywords: Ecotourism, Interpretation, Community, Alishan
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