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A Study on Tourist Experience and Activity Preference

in Rural and Fishing Villages
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ABSTRACT

Under the promotion of regional revitalization policies, the government are
actively guiding the six-level transformation of the industry. Whether through
community development associations, non-profit organizations, or farmers'
associations mentoring young farmers and fishermen, local trip (agritourism) is
booming. However, when they want to promote the agritourism, they faced challenges
in the development of the experience economy, because they need to be responsible for
providing service, and marketing, instead of just planting. Therefore, how consumers
view agritourism is an urgent topic. Only by understanding their experience and
preferences in agritourism can help to improve the quality of such trips. This research
collects data by means of quantitative methods, using online questionnaires, and
analysis with statistical method. The study results shown that: most consumers are
"introduced by others" or "travelling with friends" before they go on agritourism, which
is a passive participation ; As for a small number of participants who are interested in
agritourism, they obtain information through relatively closed social media, and "e-
commerce platforms" or "information that can be directly searched on the Internet" are
obviously insufficient. In terms of experience preference, tourists with less tourism
experience in agritourism prefer entertainment-oriented activities, while educational-
oriented experience is relatively unfavorable. When the content of the activity is purely
guided tour, the attraction to tourists is the lowest ; However, after participating for
many times, the tourists’ preference for more in-depth experience (such as educational
orientation) has increased. As regards for the willing to pay (WTP), there is a significant
difference between income below 40,000 and income above 60,001; for a 3-hour trip,
if the income 1is less than 40,000 NTD, WTP is less than 400 NTD; if the income is
more than 60,000NTD, then the WTP is more than 500 NTD.

Keywords : trip, regional revitalization, rural experience, agritourism, WTP
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