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A Study of Lyrics for Taiwanese Popular Songs during the
Japanese Colonial Period--Taking Linqgiu Li, Tianwang Zhou
and Daru Chen for Examples

Student: Hui-Yu Lai Advisor: Chang-Hsi Chen, Ph.D.

Department of Literature College of Humanities
Nanhua University
Master Thesis

Abstract

This paper focuses on lyrics for Taiwanese popular songs during the
Japanese colonial period. Taking the works of three contemporary
lyricists Linqiu Li, Tianwang Zhou and Daru Chen for examples, and
explores the common theme of their creation, expounds the meaning of
lyrics and social relations, and analyzes the literary rhetoric of lyrics. The
first chapter introduces the research motive, research purpose and
research method. Reference relevant materials such as scholarly books,
theses and journals, outline its definition and important content, which is
further extended on the basis of previous studies. The second chapter
discusses the evolution of Taiwan political and economic culture during
the Japanese colonial period, and investigating historical events such as
politics and economy, social and cultural changes, labor relations and the
Kominka movement. This chapter also organizes the life of the three
lyricists and the importance of their creating lyrics during the Japanese
colonial period, and grasps their creative spirit. The third chapter
systematically summarizes three common creative themes from three
lyricists, in order to understand the situation of the common people
presented at that time. The fourth chapter explains the relationship

between Taiwanese popular songs and social changes, links the film and

II



television industry, urban modernization and restaurant culture, and
finally ends the golden age of Taiwanese popular songs with the patriotic
songs that have emerged in the Pacific War. The fifth chapter studies the
rhetorical structure of lyrics with the skills of metaphor and associate in
“The Book of Songs” to explore the literary nature of Taiwanese popular
songs from the natural imagery and emotional imagery and rhetorical
techniques, and it manifests the artistic expression of the three lyricists.
The sixth chapter summarizes the research conclusion of this paper and
affirms the importance and value of Taiwanese popular songs.

Keywords: Taiwanese popular songs, Japanese colonial period,

lyrics
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