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Action Research Study of the Application of Multi-sensory Teaching
for Kindergarteners in Mandarin Phonetic Symbols Learning

Abstract

This is an action research study of the application of multi-sensory teaching for
kindergarteners in Mandarin phonetic symbols learning. The purpose of this study
was to explore the influence of multi-sensory teaching on kindergarteners’ phonetic
transcription recognition ability and their interest of learning, as well as the teacher’s
teaching reflection and professional growth in the process of teaching. In this study,
the researcher served as a teacher, and the research subject was a kindergarten class of
26 five-year-old children in Lili Kindergarten in New Taipei City. The researcher
conducted the Mandarin phonetic symbols learning activities for nine weeks in the
second semester of the school year of 2018. The multi-sensory teaching methods
included: storytelling, games, singing and playing, limb imitation, glyph creative
painting. Data collection included classroom observation records, pretest and posttest
of children's Mandarin phonetic symbols recognition ability and learning interest,
children's works, learning sheets, teaching reflection notes, collaborative teachers’
feedback, etc. The main results are as follows.

1. The use of multisensory teaching strategies had influence on the children's
Mandarin phonetic symbols recognition ability and their interest of learning.
In the aspect of Mandarin phonetic symbols recognition ability, there was
significant difference in the 9 units. In the aspect of children’s interest in
learning, there was significant difference in the 8 units.

2. Through the multisensory teaching, the children carried out activities such as
new poetry creation, body words, glyph creative painting, sand-printing
phonetic symbols, and glyph creative paintings. They also raised their
motivation and interest in learning.

3. Through this research, the researcher enhanced the professional growth, such
as enhancing the combination of teaching theory and practice, the application
of different game-based activities to raise children's learning interest,
increasing the teacher’s abilities of story writing and teaching-aid tools design,
and re-observing children’s learning in multiple performances.

According to the research results, the researcher provides suggestions to school

educators and related research in the future, as a reference for teaching young
children's Mandarin phonetic symbols and subsequent research.

Keywords: multi-sensory teaching, phonetic symbols, interest in reading
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