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The Centipede Parade in Hsueh-chia Town, Tainan, is one of the most prominent
cultural events in Taiwan. It is one of the five most important religious festivals in the
southern Taiwanese region. The parade, which is held annually, is famous for the dragon
head and phoenix tail procession on the participants’ shoulders. It has been registered as
a Cultural Heritage of Tainan. The deification of the centipede demonstrates the deep
belief in the Centipede God by the local community.

This thesis examines the historical background, current situation, and cultural
heritage of the Centipede Parade organized by the Houshe Jihe Temple in Hsueh-chia. It
uses qualitative analysis and semi-structured interviews conducted with temple staffs
and the local community. This study demonstrates that although the centipede parade
has been a popular religious festival over the past century, it currently faces the lack of
manpower due to the aging population in the town. While the parade has been improved
with some creative events, the local community still insists on maintaining the tradition
of parading on the participants’ shoulders.

Keywords: Centipede Parade, Jihe Temple, Religious Procession, Cultural Heritage
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