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Abstract

Xunzi had origins of thoughts from Zhou Gong and Confucius. Meanwhile, he was
influenced by different schools at that time. Xunzi combined the ideas and developed
uniqueness through a critical process. Of the academic thoughts of the pre-Qin
philosophers, Xunzi's theory system was huge for consistence of self-cultivation,
education, politics, ritual, and economy.

The purpose of this research is to discover the principles and cognitive advocation
of Xunzi's teaching thoughts. He believed that man could expel the evil of congenital
emotions which meant “Change Nature and Shaping Morality( CNSM ). The methods
were to teach etiquette, to emphasize on methods accumulating conscience, to guide the
desire, to control the passions, to treat the surrounding with care, and to choose good
teachers and friends. Referring to teaching attitude, Xunzi advocated the
question-and-answer teaching. He adjusted teaching content or guiding methods
according to individual differences, and gave individual guidance. In addition, Xunzi
believed only by a single mind, hard work and academic study could achieve the
purpose of teaching, which led to be a saint. The "Five classics" were the most
important teaching materials which based on the scriptures and the classics. The three
origins of etiquette were on the purpose to show the true human spirit.

In terms of cognitive propositions, Xunzi further pointed out that questions were
frequently not found in the process of learning. The solution was to consider both
positive and negative views and then adopt a moderateness. Xunzi believed that "heart"
could think and choose the right way itself. The ways to solve the confusion of "heart"
were to clarify the principles and the righteousness, to take the righteous reason, and to
guide whether CNSM or to achieve morality. Also, an ethical standard was essential to
complete. Xunzi believed that the role of the heart could not only think or adjust the
desire, but also understand principles. All were about etiquette and righteousness
guiding to clarify and understand the sequence of history. That was what

Confucius’saying "The profit and loss of three generations could still be realized after a



hundred generations." Under the operation, the legal system of rites and justice could be
implemented day-to-day.

This thesis sums up Xunzi's forward-looking teaching thoughts, development of
empiricism, the ideal life that valued the path of ethics, and active and promising
people-oriented educational thoughts. Xunzi believed that active and proactive
educational spirit could enhance harmony of human relations. The positive humanitarian

of Xunzi's thoughts was the great contribution.

Keywords: Change Nature and Shaping Morality (CNSM )  ({EM:#E(E)
Analogy of umderstanding principles ( FHIFEEH4R )
Moderateness based on positive and negative ( FE[H 5T )

Three origins of etiquette (&> =A)
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